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HIGHLIGHTS 


December 25 - 31, 1994 


The week began with an unusually narrow temperature range--from a low on Contents 
Sunday of 8°F in Williston, ND to a high of 71°F in Key West, FL--and 


s ‘ : Highlights & Temperature Departure Map 
daily-record warmth in the Northern States, but by Saturday, an arctic Total Precipitation & 
plunge sent temperatures to as low as -29°F in Stanley, ID. Nevertheless, Extreme Minimum Temperature Maps 


weekly temperatures averaged 10 to 20°F above normal in the North Central National Weather Data for Selected Cities .... 
Siaes, The encroachment of acc high pressure suppened heavy | MEL LODSL_AGELCUOAAL Sums icsitare’ 
precipitation in all but the Pacific Northwest and the South Central States. International Weather and Crop Summary & 

Snow developed in the central Plains late in the week. Outside the. December Temperature/Precipitation Table ... 
contiguous States, unseasonable warmth overtook Alaska, while dryness Subscription and Mailing Permit Information & 
persisted in much of Hawaii. San Juan, PR set a daily record on December 
26 with 91°F. 
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Total Precipitation (Inches) 
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Extreme Minimum Temperature (°F) 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending December 31, 1994 
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PERCENT § TEMP. °F | PRECIP. 








AND 


STATIONS 


AVERAGE 
MAXIMUM 
AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
DEPARTURE 
FROM NORMAL 
WEEKLY 
TOTAL, IN. 
DEPARTURE 
GREATEST IN 
24-HOUR, IN. 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Dec 1 
TOTAL, IN., 
SINCE Jan 1 


AVERAGE 
MINIMUM 
90 AND ABOVE 
32 AND BELOW 
.01 INCH 
OR MORE 


.50 INCH 
OR MORE 





a 

_ 
a 
oO 


CUBUAWUAOCHKOOCOHUW: SRPNYUNOKPVUABeSA tN IY rPwWeU 
oe 
aw 


NaAQAU 
vwnue 
w 
w 


Yue 

wvew 
ruw 
wve 


» 


PRR aAerP Oe KF WUONWweUuUuUY 
row 


' 
a 
SeUEPBHDOBLUWS 


vw 


3 
8 
1 
3 
1 
3 
1 
3 
2 
1 
7 
1 
1 
5 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 


ew 
veouwn 


eRe 
wy 
ty eo ee ae ae 
VNaWwUG: VrPVWVoOUWUrRAHYAHVOaUUUnuUUuUor 
Pagnauuuvwer rr 
AIAN TU PUI r Ow 
wae £ ale ace 6 ke © 


an 
so 


’ 
PNewUUeUnuUnuUu 
ck ae Se 


AWUNONK UNE OUKYKYPNDHEP NHR UUW Ie 


eSueseoeoa: aAntoousewSer®es 


whee HPP HOP aue 
aewnur 


“ne 
‘ oe 
vauww 


were es <n oe 2 ee 


al wr ut a ye at toe 





eee rrr TT PTTrrrererirrrete ee 
VOOHHSAUUAYVHBNYANAMAADNANBIAAVYUAOCOCOCOOKHHOOCEOHGOCEOCSSCOCEOCHAVITAOCONSONNOHHSOOHSOVUIISIIH HY 
VNU EEE RP NEN ENN EE BE EE EE EPO OK OUUHP HN CHOP HPN HHP NUE EHH NUH DN HANH NH EUYU RUKH HE ho 
Pwewocococceoceeceoe eee eee eee OOOO ee eOeCeO eee Oo : Creo eooOrTeooCeOOeCoOO : ceeoreceorrHoraosocaoooooee 


encooowwove OneoeUsUaouwue 


WHwKBNDaAAUaAeUaee 
@rauvuUuUnrr 
Prete « 

































































Based on 1961-90 normals. 
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National Agricultural Summary 
December 26, 1994 - January 1, 1995 


HIGHLIGHTS: The new year began with sparse snow cover 
across the northern half of the Nation. Early in the week, warm 
weather in the Northern Plains melted much of the protective 
snow cover for winter wheat. By the end of the week, the warm 
weather was pushed away by an Arctic air mass that descended 
from Canada. Meager snow accumulations raised producers’ 
concerns for the protection of winter wheat as the temperatures 
dropped. Snow cover was considerably below last year’s level 
for parts of the Dakotas. Flooding in western Washington 
subsided as the warm weather that melted the snow was replaced 


active and citrus processors operated around the clock to move the 
early fruit. 


SMALL GRAINS: Warm weather in the Northern Plains that 
melted the protective snow cover for winter wheat was 
replaced by an Arctic air mass. Depleted snow cover in parts of 
the middle Mississippi Valley was replaced by a weekend snow 
storm. Wind damage to winter wheat in Montana was rated as 
mostly light to none, while Nebraska wheat was reported in 
mostly good to fair condition. Snow cover in North Dakota was 


by cool, dry weather late in the week. Light rain in California 
slowed field activities, while producers in some areas pre- 
irrigated small grain fields. In lowa piles of corn stored on the 
ground still remain to be moved before the deadline for emer- 
gency storage expires. Farmers accomplished some fieldwork 
and fertilizer application in the Midwest early in the week 
before the weekend storm arrived. Florida citrus harvest was 


deep enough to protect 64 percent (%) of the wheat. More snow 
was needed in the Ohio Valley to provide adequate protection 
from the colder weather. In the Texas Plains, dryland wheat fields 
continued to show signs of stress from a shortage of moisture. 
Greenbugs continue to be reported as a problem in parts of 
Texas, where 98% of the wheat was emerged, 2 points behind last 
year. 





(Continued from front cover) 

During the first half of the week, 18 daily- 
record highs were established from the 
Northwest to New England, precipitation 
spread from the Southwest into southern 
Texas, and for the third time in 3 weeks, a 
round of heavy rain caused flooding and 
mudslides in the Pacific Northwest. In 
Michigan, daily records were broken by 
10°F or more in Alpena (50°F on Tuesday 
and Wednesday) and Marquette (46°F on 
Sunday). Other daily records included 
53°F in Portland, ME on Sunday, and 
61°F in Eugene, OR on Tuesday. Warmth 
in Washington was accompanied by 7.13 
inches of rain at Quillayute and more than 
8 inches in Grays River. Astoria, OR 
reported 4.94 inches. On Tuesday, winds 
to 98 mph were clocked in southwestern 
Oregon’s Curry County. In Tillamook 
County, Netarts, OR registered a gust to 
75 mph. 


depths were measured at locations such as Des Moines, IA, Kansas City, MO, and Great Falls, MT. At 
week’s end, rain overspread the East, with heavy amounts confined to the central Gulf Coast. In the 
Northeast, freezing rain plagued valleys of the Appalachian foothills. In the storm’s wake, temperatures 
plummeted in the High Plains, falling to -16°F by Sunday morning in Scottsbluff, NE. 








Dec. 29, 1994 | 
15:30 UTC 


Meanwhile in the Southwest, rainfall 
included 1.13 inches in Douglas, AZ and 
0.91 inches in Blythe, CA. With 0.87 
inches of rain on December 26-27, El 
Paso, TX garnered nearly one-sixth of its 
annual total. Rainfall measured 1.70 
inches at Del Rio, TX on Tuesday, setting 
a record for the date. Elsewhere in Texas, 
storm totals topped 2 inches at locations 
such as Corpus Christi and Longview. 
The weather system responsible for 
Texas’ rain weakened as it crossed the 
Southeast, sheared apart by an arctic 
surge to its north (see satellite photo at 
right). Across New England on Thurs- 
day, wind gusts included 72 mph in 
Milton (Blue Hill Obs.), MA and 56 mph 
in Concord, NH. Saranac Lake, NY 
registered -9°F on Friday morning. 


Late in the week, a second storm entered 
the Southwest and tracked rapidly north- 
eastward, preceded by a large shield of 
mostly light precipitation. By late 
Saturday, 6 inches of new snow blanketed 
Red River, NM, Ft. Collins, CO, Grand 
Island, NE, and Russell, KS. Two-inch 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 
These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather 
conditions important on a national scale. More detailed data are 
available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by 
NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 


Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Rainfall none to 0.63 in. north; 0.08 to 1.40 in. 
central; 0.18 to 1.79 in. south. Temperatures 1° below normal 
to 7° above normal statewide. Lows 20 to 27° north; 22 to 35° 
central; 25 to 39° south. Highs 62 to 69° north; 63 to 72° 
central; 69 to 72° south. 

Seasonal activities: Weaning calves, selling cattle, other 
seasonal chores. 


ARIZONA: Temperatures normal to 9° above normal. 
Extremes 12°, 61° higher elevations; 26°, 68° deserts. 
Precipitation 0.05 to 2.09 in. 

Fieldwork again slowed by rain. Cotton harvested 100%, 100% 
1993, 100% avg. Stalk shredding, plowdown active, weather 
permitting. Alfalfa mostly good. Harvest light. Sheeping off 
moderate. Stand renovation, stands established normal to above 
normal. Lemon, grapefruit, navel orange harvest western, central 
areas. Tangerine harvest steady central. Pecan harvest continued 
central, eastern areas. Vegetable harvest steady. Volume leaders: 
Iceberg, romaine, Boston, leaf lettuce, broccoli, cauliflower. 
Also available: Cabbage, carrots, endive, escarole, mixed 
greens, napa, radishes, spinach. Light, steady volume tomatoes 
available. Range, pasture feed 76% of normal, 8% above month 
earlier. Cattle, calves fair to good condition. Stockwater 
supplies mostly adequate; insect damage very light. 


ARKANSAS: Temperatures slightly above normal with 
scattered light showers around the middle of the week, mainly 
in the southern region. Extremes 19°; 66°. Precipitation none 
to 0.43 in. 

Wheat in good condition. Still some cotton being scrapped in 
Mississippi county. Livestock producers feeding hay. Some 
producers were winter grazing cattle on wheat fields. Livestock 
in good condition. 


CALIFORNIA: Westerly flow over Pacific directed several 
weather systems to west coast during week, high pressure ridge 
broke apart systems allowing only light precipitation. Varing 
cloudiness allowed temperatures above normal some areas, 
below normal others. 

Light rain slowed field activities most areas. Small grains, 
winter forages, new alfalfa pre-irrigated, seeded, fertilized, 
treated weeds where conditions permitted. Growth of emerging 
alfalfa, grain crops slowed, persistent fog, cold temperatures 
San Joaquin Valley. Elsewhere, growth, emergence normal. 
Shredding, discing harvested cotton fields for pink bollworm 
control essentially complete. Virtually all growers met 31st 
compliance deadline. Alfalfa, winter forage greenchopped 
Tulare, Riverside Counties. General ground preparation small 
grains, forage crops, alfalfa ongoing drier soiled areas. Winter 
practices continued vineyards, orchards. Pruning deciduous 
trees, vineyards, brush shredding, dormant spraying continued. 
Persimmons, quince exported. Walnuts shaken reduce Navel 
Orange worm. Navel orange harvest gathered momentum. Ice 
marks, puff, green spotting, Navel Oranges. Desert lemons, 
grapefruit, tangerine, avocado, harvested. Rains caused delays 
broccoli, cauliflower harvest Monterey County, Imperial, 
Coachella, San Joaquin Valleys. Harvest cabbage west side 


Fresno County continued, limited activity Tulare County. Carrot 
harvest almost complete Riverside County. Celery harvest 
continued Monterey, Riverside Counties. Rains Tulare County 
assisted growth garlic fields. Fall head, leaf lettuce fields 
harvested Imperial, Coachella Valleys. The Fall head lettuce 
harvest virtually complete San Joaquin Valley except few 
shredder companies. Onion growth promoted due recent rains 
Tulare County. Processing spinach progressing normally. Spring 
potato planting Kern County. Winter potatoes harvested 
Riverside County with fair quality. Other crops harvested: 
Oriental vegetables, ginger root, green onions, radishes, turnips. 
Preparation, planting of spring crops continued. North, central 
Tange, pastures, good condition, cooler temperatures inhibited 
significant growth. Southern pastures improved, fair to good 
condition. Warmer temperatures needed. Supplemental feeding 
continued. Water supply, snow pack improved. Cattle, sheep, 
good condition. 


COLORADO: Beginning of the week had above normal 
temperatures, dry weather. Remainder of week had below normal 
temperatures with the mountains receiving 1 to 2 in. of snow, 
while the northeast received 2 to 5 in. of snow on the 31st. 
Colder weather has not affected winter wheat. Topsoil still dry 


in many areas of the State. Major farm activities: Care, feeding of 
livestock. 


FLORIDA: Temperatures 2 to 6° above normal. Highs mid 70s 
north, low 80s central, south. Lows 30s north, 40s central, south, 
upper 30s interior central. Rainfall 0.50 to 1.00 in. north, under 
0.25 in. central south. Many central Peninsula locations no rain. 

Soil moisture short to adequate Panhandle, northern Peninsula, 
adequate to surplus central, southern Peninsula. Sugarcane 
harvest, planting active. Tobacco growers starting to plant 
tobacco beds. Growers making preparations for spring planted 
crops. Citrus groves very good condition. Moisture adequate, 
very little rain. Harvest very active. Processors running around 
the clock to move the early fruit crops. Fresh shipments slowed 
this week due to holidays. Caretakers inactive except for cover 
crop cutting prior to harvesting. Most vegetables recovered from 
last weeks wind, rain damage. Cooler temperatures slightly 
slowing plant growth, fruit development. Volume leaders: 
Tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, snap beans, squash, cabbage, 
strawberries. Pasture feed; very poor 5%, poor 10%, fair 40%, 
good 45%. Cattle condition mostly good. 


GEORGIA: Temperatures 2 to 3° above normal most locations. 
Extreme highs upper 60s mountains to middle 70s extreme 
southeast. Lows low to middle 20s mountains to upper 30s near 
coast. Most areas 1 or 2 rain days but varied from none to 4 days. 
Rainfall mostly under 0:10 in. northwest, under 0.25 in. elsewhere 
with few local areas recording 0.50 to 0.75 in. 

Soil moisture adequate. Field activities limited due to wet fields. 
Cotton harvest at about 96% complete. Soybean harvest making 
steady progress, now at 95% complete. Pecan harvest made 
limited progress, at about 87% complete. Small grain planting is 
nearing completion. Tobacco bed sowing, onion transplanting 
progressed as weather permitted. Routine care of livestock, 
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poultry. Pasture feed mostly fair condition, livestock good 
condition. 


HAWAII: Cool, generally dry weather most of the week. 
Some evening, early morning showers windward areas. Winds 
light, variable beginning of week, becoming moderate towards 
weekend. Temperatures low 60s to low 80s. Rainfall none to 
1.00 in. 

Weather generally good to fair for crop progress. Cooler 
temperatures, shorter daytime length slowing growth. Drier 
weather allowing increased field preparation. Pastures in some 
Hawaii island grazing areas showing signs of stress due to lack 
of ~ainfall. 


IDAHO: Temperatures 3° below to 8° above normal. 
Precipitation 0.21 to 1.72 in. north, 0.07 to 0.23 in. southwest, 
none to 0.45 in. south central, none to 0.22 in. southeast. 
Extremes -28°; 63°. Temperatures most of State few degrees 
above normal. Snow cover is gone in the lower elevations. 

Hay, roughage supply 1% very short, 7% short, 92% adequate. 
Activities: Marketing potatoes, caring for livestock, shop work, 
educational meetings. 


ILLINOIS: High temperatures upper 30s in the north to the 
upper 40s in the south. Deviations 6 to 9° above normal south 
to over 10° above normal north. Lows the low 20s north to 
around 30° south 5 to 10° above normal. Precipitation generally 
under 0.25 in., ranged to nearly 0.40 in. northwest to 0.89 in. 
southern tip of the State. Those totals are generally below 
normal by 0.30 to 0.50 in. 

Fertilizer application continues as weather permits. Grain 
movement is slow. Livestock conditions are good with the mild 
weather. 


INDIANA: Started with a dense fog that, at times, cut 
visibility to near zero. Weather improved by midweek 
producing a couple of nice days before an approaching cold 
front brought rain to end the year. High temperatures in the 
upper 30s to 40s. Lows in the 20s to low 30s. Extreme highs in 
the 50s on 29th. Precipitation less than 0.10 to 0.50 in. 

A dry, mild week allowed farmers to accomplish some 
fieldwork before showers, snow arrived over the weekend. 
Winter wheat good condition, still green most areas. Other 
activities: Plowing, production meetings, purchasing supplies, 
weaning calves, spreading fertilizer, tax preparation, moving 
grain, hauling manure, chopping stalks, processing tobacco, 
equipment maintenance, mending fence, cutting wood, care of 
livestock. Hay supplies mostly adequate. 


IOWA: Very mild until the weekend with temperatures 8 to 
11° above normal. Extremes -2°; 57°. Light to moderate snow 
most areas 31st to 1st; precipitation none extreme northeast to 
0.48 in. Bedford southwest; State 0.16 in. (normal 0.23 in.). 
Snow cover nearly gone before weekend storm brought 2 to 4 in. 
new snow to southwest three-quarters. 

A considerable amount of grain stored outside still remains to 
be moved before the end of emergency storage Jan. 7th. 


KANSAS: Seasonally mild temperatures continued across the 
State. Temperatures 6 to 11° above normal. 

Relatively mild temperatures early in the week gave way to 
cold, snow late in the week. Daytime highs in the middle 60s 
were experienced throughout the State. Precipitation amounts 
averaged less than 0.20 in. in any district. Livestock continued 
to do well, with very little stress so far this year. 


KENTUCKY:  Unseasonably mild, dry conditions prevailed. 
Maximum temperatures generally 5 to 8° above normal west, 6 to 
9° above normal east. Minimum temperatures 4 to 7° above normal 
west; 5 to 8° east. Precipitation was light to none, no snow. 

Farm activity minimal during Holiday Season. Soil moisture 
adequate, some ponds low. Winter wheat mostly good condition. 
Burley being stripped as weather conditions allow, markets reopen 
9th. Mild December helped conserve hay supplies. Cattle 
satisfactory condition. 


LOUISIANA: Weather data not available. 

Main farm activities included: Draining fields of excess rain 
water, caring for livestock, leveling ruts in sugarcane fields, 
finalizing harvest, crawfishing, harvesting cole crops in some 
southeastern parishes. Wheat, ryegrass were in good condition. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: MARYLAND: Precipitation 
0.13 in., normal 0.78 in. Temperature 41.9°, normal 34.5°. 
Extremes 14°; 63°. 

Livestock, pasture feed good condition. Hay supplies adequate. 
Small grains in good condition. Activities include maintenance, 
preparations for spring planting. 

DELAWARE: Precipitation 0.21 in., normal 0.80 in. Temperature 
41.7°, normal 35.5°. Extremes 20°; 59°. 

Small grains in good condition. Pasture, livestock feed good 
condition. Hay supplies adequate. Activities include: 
Maintenance, preparation for spring planting. 


MICHIGAN: Extremes 10°; 51°. Precipitation none to 0.27 in. 
across the State. 

Major activities: Cutting wood, pruning orchards, repairing 
machinery, spreading manure, harvesting corn, enjoying the mild 
weather. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures 11 to 18° above normal for the 
State. Extremes -14°; 55°. Precipitation 0.13 in. below normal 
across the State. 

Livestock producers had another excellent week for feeding, 
caring of livestock. Livestock are in excellent condition. 


MISSISSIPPI: Weather data not available. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 2.4. Soil moisture 46% adequate, 
54% surplus. Livestock 15% fair, 80% good, 5% excellent. Hay 
supply 100% adequate. Feed grain supply 95% adequate, 5% 
surplus. Pasture feed 85% of normal. Activities: Feeding 
livestock. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures 7° above normal at Springfield, 
Caruthersville to 11° above normal at Columbia, St. Joseph. 
Precipitation none at Nevada to around 0.15 in. at Columbia, St. 
Joseph. 

Pastures, livestock benefiting from continued mild weather. 


MONTANA: Week started out warm, dry; by end of week a 
cold arctic high pressure system moved in bringing much colder 
temperatures, snow. 

Winter wheat 10% poor, 40% fair, 48% good, 2% excellent. 
Protectiveness of snow cover for winter wheat 65% poor, 28% 
fair, 7% good to excellent. Wind damage to winter wheat fields 
44% none, 40% light, 14% moderate, 2% heavy. Grazing 40% 
open, 60% difficult. 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures near normal northwest to 9° above 
normal north central. Precipitation occurred as snow last half of 
week with water equivalents averaging 0.30 in. 
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Winter wheat 26% fair, 71% good, 3% excellent. Feed grain 
supplies 1% short, 58% adequate, 41% surplus. Hay, forage 
supplies 6% short, 84% adequate, 10% surplus. Some 
supplemental feeding occurring. 


NEVADA: A split flow of jet streams passing north, south of 
State kept weather conditions fairly calm in the northern, 
western parts of the State. Significant precipitation associated 
with the southern flow fell in the southern, eastern regions. 
Some flash flooding was reported in Las Vegas. 

Main farm, ranch activities: Livestock feeding, hay marketing, 
equipment/fence maintenance, record keeping. 


NEW ENGLAND: Precipitation none to 0.49 in. north, 0.26 
to 0.92 in. south. Temperatures 16 to 28° north; 26 to 36° south. 
Maximum temperatures 34 to 55° north; 45 to 60° south. 
Minimum temperatures -11 to 8° north; 2 to 22° south. 

Major farm activities: Caring for livestock, preparing for 
lambing, moving crops out of storage, general maintenance. 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures near normal, 34° north, 38° 
south, 41° coastal. Extremes 9°; 61°. Rainfall 1.06 in. north, 
0.45 in. south, 0.34 in. coastal. Heaviest 24 hour total 0.72 in. 
on 31st, 1st. 

Farmers winterizing equipment, caring for livestock. 


NEW MEXICO: In spite of cold air filtering into the plains 
toward the weekend, 1994 closed with another basically warm 
week. Statewide 3° above normal, while Chama, Taos were both 
10° above normal. Two precipitation-producing storms affected 
the State. The first one produced more significant amounts in 
the southwest while the 2nd system hit the central part of the 
State. Greatest totals included 0.97 in. at Animas, 0.81 in. at 
Silver City. 

Supplemental feeding continues to take place in most counties. 
Recent moisture is the answer to most wishes for the New Year. 
However, many are still having to haul water to their livestock, 
and are hopeful for future rains. 


NEW YORK: Unusually mild, dry week. Light precipitation 
at mid week, weekend when a mixture of snow, sleet, freezing 
rain and rain fell. Temperatures well above normal. Cold air 
pushed in on the 29th. Extremes -12°; 57°. 

Major activities: Grading, packing potatoes, onions, apples, 
tending livestock, spreading manure, winter chores. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Mean temperature 43° at Asheville to 
53° at Cape Hatteras. Rainfall trace at Cape Hatteras to 0.59 in. 
at Wilmington. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.4. Soil moisture 79% adequate, 
21% surplus. Crop conditions: wheat 21% fair, 79% good; oats 
20% fair, 80% good; barley 25% fair, 75% good; rye 18% fair, 
82% good; pasture feed 17% poor, 50% fair, 33% good; hay, 
roughage supplies 8% short, 77% adequate, 15% surplus; feed 
grains supplies 85% adequate, 15% surplus. Activities included: 
Preparing land. Other activities included: Tending livestock; 
equipment repair, general farm maintenance. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures much above normal. 
Temperatures 12° above normal southwest to 18° above normal 
east central, southeast. Extremes 50° southwest, southeast; -10° 
north central. 

Snowcover well below last year, average snow cover 3.7 in. 
compared to 5.0 in. last month, 11.0 in. last year. Snow cover 
sufficient to protect 64% winter wheat, 67% rye, 69% alfalfa. 


Winter wheat 33% fair, 66% good, 1% excellent; rye 20% fair, 
76% good, 4% excellent. Cattle 6% fair, 83% good, 11% 
excellent; sheep 4% fair, 89% good, 7% excellent. Hay, forage 
supplies 2% short, 88% adequate, 10% plentiful. Majority of 
cattle, sheep were receiving supplemental feeds. Cattle sales 8% 
below normal, 91% normal, 1% above normal. County, secondary 
roads were 97% open, 3% difficult, 0% closed. Road condition 
4% drifted, 6% icy, 4% muddy, 86% dry. 


OHIO: An Arctic air mass swept into Ohio during the weekend 
with light amounts of rain changing to snow. Accumulations were 
limited for protection of winter sown grains from the change to 
colder weather. Overall, conditions averaged warmer, drier than 
normal across State. Daily high temperatures upper 30s to lower 
40s in north to the 40s in south, mostly 4 to 10° above normal. 
Lows 20s in the north to the upper 20s to lower 30s south, 6 to 11° 
above normal. Coldest in the teens to around 20° across State. 
Precipitation amounts, water equivalent, around 0.30 in. across 
the State. This was below normal by around 0.40 to 0.80 in. 

Snow cover was mostly limited to less than 1 in. Soil 
temperatures at the 4-inch depth under bare ground were 
averaging in the mid to upper 30s across State. Limited fall 
plowing was done in gravelly soils. Wheat and rye conditions 
remain good. Milk production better than normal. Livestock 
remain in excellent condition with little feeding required due to 
unseasonably warm temperatures. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures 1° above normal southwest to 5° 
above normal northeast. Precipitation 0.03 in. central to 0.41 in. 
southeast. 

Wheat 13% excellent, 86% good, 1% fair. Topsoil 16% short, 
80% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 12% short, 18% adequate. 
Wheat acreage grazed 55%. Cattle marketings are mostly average 
with heavy marketings in central, southeast. Cattle death loss 
43% below average, 56% average, 1% above average. 


OREGON: Precipitation generally across State, plentiful, Coast 
2.00 to 5.00 in., Willamette Valley 1.20 in., central, south east 
only trace amounts. Temperatures still above normal, generally 
1 to 11° above normal, exception Burns, Redmond, Klamath Falls, 
Lakeview 2 to 6° below normal. Exceptionally high Coastal 
rainfall causing mud slides, flooding on northern coast. 

Soil moisture adequate. Winter pruning continued, fruit 
orchards, grapes, berries. Supplemental feeding continued 
statewide. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Unseasonable mild temperatures. 
Temperature 35°, 6° above normal. Extremes 5°; 58°. 
Precipitation 0.35 in., 0.34 in. below normal. 

Activities: Hauling manure; fixing fence; caring for livestock 


PUERTO RICO: Rainfall 0.54 in. was 0.36 in. below normal. 
Highest total rainfall 3.20 in. at Pico del Este-Luquillo, 1.42 in. 
at Rio Blanco Lower, 1.30 in. at Coamo 2S. Island temperatures 
76 to 77° on the coasts, 71 to 73° interior with mean station 
temperature 80.6° at WSFO San Juan 65.8° at Pico del Este. 
Extremes 52°; 91°. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Rainfall continued above average, with 
0.20 in. rainfall mostly on 31st, 1st. Temperatures 48.8°. 

Farm activities: Few activities due to rainfall, holidays. Pasture, 
livestock remained good, with supplemental feeding moderate. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: _ Temperatures 5 to 10° above normai. 
Extremes outside Black Hills -13°; 57°. Melted precipitation 0.10 
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to 0.30 in. Black Hills, extreme south; elsewhere, no 
precipitation. Heaviest melted precipitation 0.28 in., Custer. 
Topsoil moisture 2% short, 94% adequate, 4% surplus. Subsoil 
moisture 28% short, 69% adequate, 3% surplus. Winter rye 14% 
fair, 72% good, 14% excellent. Winter wheat 5% fair, 66% 
good, 29% excellent. Feed supplies 91% adequate, 9% surplus. 
Stockwater supplies 10% short, 85% adequate, 5% surplus. 
Livestock condition 75% good, 25% excellent. Lack of snow 
cover on winter wheat becoming a concern over most of the 
State. Major farm activities: Routine chores, feeding livestock. 


TENNESSEE: Temperatures 4 to 8° above normal. Extremes 

22° Bristol, Crossville; 66° Chattanooga. Precipitation below 

normal across State. Rainfall less than 0.10 in. across State. 
Wheat good condition. Feeding hay. 


TEXAS: Upper level disturbances triggered rains over much 
of State at midweek, toward weekend. Some heavy rains were 
reported at midweek in east, south. Temperatures ran near to 
slightly below normal in most districts. Above normal readings 
were reported in Northern High Plains, South Central counties. 
Precipitation ran above normal statewide. Rainfall amounts 
were over an inch above normal in Coastal Bend, Upper Coast, 
South Texas areas. 

Crops: Cotton: Under mostly open conditions in Plains 
harvest continued to push ahead. Light rain at middle of week 
hampered harvest activities in some areas of Plains. Wet 
conditions also slowed harvest completion in Cross Timbers; 
97% harvested, 100% 1993. Peanuts: Open weather conditions 
during first of week allowed harvest to near completion. Few 
fields remained too wet to be harvested in Cross Timbers. 
Peanuts 99% harvested, 99% 1993. Small grains: Planting 
operations were virtually completed. Winter wheat, oats made 
good progress over most areas of the State. However, many 
fields were saturated by additional moisture received. Fields in 
Central Texas, Blacklands remained too wet to graze. Across 
Plains many fields continued to be dry and in need of moisture. 
Greenbugs continued to cause problems in Southern Low Plains, 
Cross Timbers. Winter wheat 72% normal, 62% 1993; 100% 
planted, 100% 1993; 98% emerged, 100% 1993. Oats 100% 
planted, 100% 1993. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley: Light rains, 
cooler temperatures caused minor delays to cabbage harvest. 
Citrus harvest remained active as weather conditions allowed. 
San Antonio-Winter Garden area: Harvest of broccoli, cabbage, 
spinach continued at slow pace. East Texas: Some cole crops 
were harvested at beginning of week. Land preparations were 
slowed by heavy rains, wet soils across most of area, 
preparations for onion planting began on limited basis. Trans 
Pecos area: Land preparation for spring planting continued. 
Harvest of red chile peppers continued. High Plains: Land 
preparations were active as open weather conditions prevailed. 
Pecan harvest activities continued to wind down across most of 
State. Cleanup operations continued as weather conditions 
allowed. Pecans 85% harvested, 89% 1993. 

Range and Livestock: Livestock conditions remained good. 
Producers were increasing supplemental feeding due to wet 
weather. Across Central Texas, some stockers were being re- 








moved from winter wheat, oat pastures due to boggy fields. In the 
Plains, pastures remained short, in critical need of moisture. 


UTAH: Temperature maximums 2° above normal; minimums 

12° above normal. Precipitation light to moderate across State. 
Major activities: hauling manure, cleaning feedlots, feeding, 

caring for livestock, preparing taxes, repairing machinery. 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures were above normal. Extremes 18°; 
68°. Precipitation below normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil 36% short, 61% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Pasture feed 22% poor, 52% fair, 26% 
good. Livestock 22% fair, 77% good, 2% excellent. Small grain, 
grazing crop 26% fair, 72% good, 2% excellent. Forage from 
pastures, winter grazing crops dairy cattle 17%, beef cattle 27%, 
sheep 29%. Liming, plowing fields. Feeding livestock, fence. 
repair, routine farm chores. 


WASHINGTON: Temperatures 4° below to 5° above normal 
west; 2 to 9° above normal east. Precipitation 1.59 to 4.39 in. 
west; 0.01 to 1.17 in. east. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.0. Soil moisture 35% short, 59% 
adequate, 6% surplus. Hay, other roughage supplies 1% very 
short, 10% short, 89% adequate. Range, pasture feed 35% very 
poor, 49% poor, 11% fair, 5% good. Winter wheat, dryland 9% 
very poor, 29% poor, 47% fair, 15% good; irrigated, 13% fair, 
72% good, 15% excellent. Cold, dry weather stopped flooding on 
west side of State. Some flood damage reported. Winter wheat 
stands lacked snow cover. 


WEST VIRGINIA: 
Precipitation 0.42 in. 

Farm activities: Corn harvest virtually complete except fora few 
isolated fields. General farm maintenance, fence repair, tobacco 
stripping winding down, feeding, marketing livestock, preparing 
for lambing season, bookkeeping. 


Temperature 38°. Extremes 16°; 61°. 


WISCONSIN: Temperature 27°. Extremes 1°; 54°. Precipitation 
trace. As of December 30: frost depth 1.8 in.; 8.8 in. 1994; 7.5 in. 
33-yr avg. Snow depth .7 in.; 2.3 in. 1994; 6.0 in. 33-yr avg. 
Early in the week the temperatures were unseasonably high. As 
week progressed, snow began to fall with minimal accumulation. 

Farming activity increased with the warm weather of the past 
week. Repair work, manure spreading were continued from last 
week. Daily chores consisted of milking, feeding cattle. 


WYOMING: Temperatures 6 to 14° above normal for the State. 
Temperatures into 50s in the west. Nearly all areas received some 
precipitation last week. Central areas received the smallest 
amount. Eastern, southern portions received above normal 
precipitation. Moran received the largest amount with 0.37 in. 

Topsoil moisture 71% adequate, 29% short. Subsoil moisture 
75% adequate, 25% short. Winter wheat mostly fair. Southeast 
mostly fair, while the rest of the State mostly good condition. 
Snow cover depth across the State was 2.3 in. Snow cover was 
deepest across the south. Sheep, cattle condition mostly good. 
Even though some isolated areas reported short hay, roughage 
feed supplies, supplies were mostly adequate for the State. 
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December 1994 
MONTHLY DATA FROM SELECTED FOREIGN CITIES 
CLIMATE ANALYSIS CENTER-NMC-NWS-NOAA 
kk = DATA NOT AVAILABLE 





TEMPERATURE PRECIPITATION 


International Weather and Crop Summary 
HIGHLIGHTS 


December 25 - 31, 1994 


FSU-WESTERN: A warming trend over most winter grain areas 
melted protective snow cover. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Adverse dryness continued over 
winter grain areas in Morocco, while rainfall diminished in Algeria 
and Tunisia. 


EUROPE: Significant rain fell across most of Europe, except for 


the chronically dry winter grain areas of Spain. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Below-normal rainfall covered Java for the 
second week as irrigation demands increased for vegetative rice. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Beneficial rain covered eastern corn and 
rainfed sugarcane areas, but many western corm areas remained 
unfavorably dry. 


EASTERN ASIA: Winter wheat entered dormancy across the 
North China Plain. 


AUSTRALIA: Scattered light rain brought little relief to eastern 
summer crops. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Widespread showers favored summer crop 
development across the region. 
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EUROPE: Widespread precipitation (20-25 mm) covered 
northwestern Europe, with 50-100 mm or more soaking coastal 
regions from extreme northwestern Spain to northern Germany. 
Chronically dry winter grain areas of Spain missed any significant 
rainfall, hampering winter grain establishment. Dry weather also 
prevailed over Italy's Po Valley, but soil moisture was mostly 
adequate for winter grains. Variable amounts of precipitation fell 
in eastern Europe. In Poland, 10-25 mm fell over the western two- 
thirds of the country while 1-9 mm dampened the east. Light 
moisture (less than 5 mm) fell in northern Hungary and much of 
northern Romania. Locally heavy precipitation (25-80 mm) soaked 
eastern Bulgaria and scattered areas of Greece. Temperatures 
generally averaged 2-5 degrees C above normal across Europe, 
except the Mediterranean region, where more seasonable 
temperatures prevailed. 


FSU-WESTERN: A westerly flow of air from Europe brought 
milder weather to most winter grain areas. By week's end, 
maximum temperatures rose above freezing over most areas with 
daytime highs ranging from 5-11 degrees Celsius (C) over Ukraine, 
the North Caucasus region in Russia, the Baltic States, and 
Belarus, melting protective snow cover. Maximum temperatures 
over remaining areas in Russia ranged from 2-4 degrees C. 
Widespread precipitation covered the region. The greatest 
amounts of moisture (10-27 mm) fell over northern Russia, the 
Baltic States, and Belarus, where snow changed to rain during the 
week. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Mostly dry weather continued 
over winter grain areas in Morocco and western Algeria. The 
dryness in these areas has persisted since early November, 
adversely affecting winter grain emergence and early crop 
development. Rain is needed soon to halt further deterioration in 
crop prospects. Farther east, beneficial showers (10-25 mm) 
continued over coastal winter grain areas in eastern Algeria and 
Tunisia. Mostly dry weather covered crop areas farther inland, 
where soil moisture remained limited for normal winter grain 
development. 
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EASTERN ASIA: Light precipitation (5-15 mm), which fell 
mostly as rain, covered the North China Plain, increasing irrigation 
supplies for winter wheat. Wheat has entered dormancy across the 
northern and central sections of the wheat belt, as weekly average 
temperatures remained below 5 degrees C. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Rainfall was below normal for the second 
week across Java as irrigation demands increased for vegetative 
rice. Only a few locations across southern Indonesia reported more 
than 50 mm. Farther north, heavy showers (94-247 mm) persisted 
in eastern Malaysia, but rainfall ranged from 34-74 mm over 
western Malaysia's main oil palm areas. Mostly dry, warmer-than- 
normal weather favored rice growth in Vietnam following last 
week's rain. Mostly dry weather throughout the Philippines 


brought some relief to central crop areas hit by Typhoon Axel last 
week. 
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AUSTRALIA: Scattered, light early-week rain (2-10 mm) fell 
across the eastern summer crop areas, bringing little relief to 
drought-stressed crops. While weekly temperatures averaged near 
normal across the east, maximum temperatures ranged from 35-40 
degrees C in southern Queensland by week's end, further stressing 
crops. Despite the continuing drought, rain within the next 2-3 
weeks can still stabilize rainfed sorghum and cotton yield 
prospects. Light to moderate rain (10-50 mm) aided newly-planted 
sugarcane across the northeast coast of Queensland. 


SOUTH AFRICA: A slow-moving storm brought beneficial, 
moderate to heavy rain (25-50 mm or more) to the eastern corn belt. 
Needed rain also covered crop areas of Eastern Cape and southern 
Kwazulu-Natal, providing rainfed sugarcane areas with their 
heaviest weekly rainfall of the season (50-135 mm). In western 
corm areas, moderate rain (10-25 mm) boosted topsoil moisture in 
corn areas of North West Province. However, in drought-stricken 
western and southern Orange Free State, rainfall averaged less 
than 10 mm. Orange Free State historically produces about 30 
percent of the total corn crop. Temperatures averaged near normal, 


but highs reached the upper 30's on the western fringe of the corn 
belt. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Across the region, rainfall has been 
adequate to abundant for soybean development, especially in 
southern Brazil. In Argentina, light to moderate rain (7-40 mm, 
with isolated amounts greater than 50 mm) fell across the main 
summer crop areas, favoring reproductive corn and vegetative 
soybeans. However, the rains slowed wheat harvesting, which is 
about 60-70 percent complete. Corn planting is nearly complete 
and more than 80 percent of the soybeans have been planted. Light 
to moderate rain (5-30 mm) fell across the northern cotton areas. 
In southern Brazil and Paraguay, widespread moderate to heavy 
showers (40-125 mm) covered the primary soybean areas, aiding 
vegetative to early reproductive soybeans. Beneficial showers (10- 
50 mm) continued to favor coffee, citrus and sugarcane across Sao 
Paulo and southern Minas Gerais. Temperatures averaged 2-4 
degrees C above normal throughout the region. 
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